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Introduction 

 The foundation of anything 
whether humanity, business, career, 
education etc, is a thing of seriousness 
because on that lies the growth of that 
thing. If the foundation of primary school 
is not effective and efficient, the children 
will learn nothing. 
 It is well known that primary 
school funding lies on local government. 
State Government and Federal 
Government for proper teaching learning 
of children. Primary school education is 
free and compulsory for all Nigerian 
children. In a call for free education for  
primary school children, for all Nigerian, 
Akinola (2006) noted that: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Man is the sole dynamic in 
nature, and accordingly every 
individual Nigerian constitutes 
the supreme economic potential 
which this country processes. It 
is automatic that man can create 
nothing but by an intelligent and 
purposive application of the 
exertions of his body and mind. 
He can exploit natural resource 
to produce goods and services or 
immediate consumption, for a 
capital outlay. Therefore, other 
things being equal, the healthier 
his body and the more educated 
his mind, the greater will be his 
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Abstract 
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morale and the more efficient 
and economical he becomes as a 
producer. 

 Education in general is crucial in 
any society for the preservation of the lives 
of its members and the maintenance of the 
social structures, transmission of 
knowledge, value, skills and attitudes 
which are acceptable to nation. The 
National Policy on Education (2004) 
section 1 subsection 4b identified the 
objectives of primary school objectives as 
follows: 

- Inculcate permanent literacy and 
numeracy and ability to 
communicate effectively  

- Lay a sound basic for scientific and 
reflective thinking 

- Give citizenship education as a basic 
for effective participation in 
contribution to the life of the society 

- Develop in the child ability to adapt 
to the child’s changing environment 

- Would the character and develop 
sound attitude and morals in the 
child 

- Give the child opportunities for 
development manipulation skills that 
will enable the child function 
effectively in the society within the 
limits of the child’s capacity. 

- Provide the child with basic tools for 
further educational advancement, 
including preparation for trades and 
crafts of the locality. 
In primary education, parents have 

more responsibilities than governments 
have to see to the education of their 
children. Parents transport, feed, encourage 
and many others for their children to fit 

well into the society for future 
development. Parents, as their 
responsibilities, need to see their children 
in primary school develop physically, 
intellectually, socially, emotionally as an 
undisputable fact that education is a vital 
instrument for the development of the 
individual and the society. 
 
Primary Education 
 The term primary education is 
used here to mean the education given in 
an institution for children aged 6 to 11. 
National Policy on Education, (2004). It is 
pertinent to note that the uses of this word 
is not universal. The United States of 
America use elementary while others use 
words like infant’s basic and fundamental 
education. Whatever they may be however, 
it is universally accepted that the primary 
schools is the embryo of a nation’s 
educational system. Claude (1998) opined 
that, Primary Education has gone through 
different stages in its development. There 
was a time for instance, when readiness for 
the primary school was a function of the 
child’s ability to use one hand to reach the 
ear on his opposite side. Years later, this 
trend changed to one where six years 
became acceptable as that criterion for 
admission into the primary school system. 
The National Policy on Education (2004) 
now adopts the six-years criterion for the 
primary school admission which forms the 
foundation of primary education. On 
special instances, in primary schools, 
children’s mental and emotional readiness 
are used as the bench mark to feed them in 
to the primary school system. This 
accounts for some gifted children who are 
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accelerated from low class to higher 
classroom before their age reached the 
stage. 
 The funding of primary schools 
lies on Local, State and Federal 
Government while parents have some 
share of sponsoring their children, 
Ugbabugo (2003). In some years back, and 
with the introduction of UBE Programme, 
government gave all educational materials 
to school children while parents send their 
children to school. According to Ezegbogu 
(2002) comparing the post primary school 
environment and the present primary 
school have changed. This is because the 
present primary schools lack so many 
things, such as seats, proper classrooms, 
reading and learning materials. In the past, 
the school environment was well built with 
available seats for children, available 
textbooks and writing materials for each 
child which promoted the learning. 
 Hilda and Uchenna (2003) 
observed that primary school today is 
unkept. Since the building are old and 
dilapidated no teachers, no furniture, 
pupils sit on bare floor while others under 
shade, the environment are not conducive 
for learning, un-qualified teachers are 
provided, in some remote areas teachers 
are not available to meet the objective of 
the primary school. 
 
Producing Food to Children 
 Food is anything we eat or is a 
liquid or solid which caries out one or 
more of the life function of the body for 
growth, body activity, supply of energy, 
maintaining body tissues and regulate 
processes (Richetts). Parent provide food 

to their children because children need 
balanced diet for proper body functioning 
and to satisfy their hunger. Andrew (2001) 
opined that learning perspectives of 
malnutrition borders on children ability to 
co-operate in instructional setting, and 
their inability to learn. Parents are 
responsible for the feeding of their children 
in primary school. Davison et al (2000) has 
an aphorism that “a hunger man is a …” a 
hungry child cannot listen to classroom 
instructions. His mind may be somewhere 
while the teacher is illustrating a point. It is 
only a well fed children that can best of 
good health, and it is only healthy children 
that would talk of performance in school, 
Claude (2002) believed that mental 
performance can be appear by a poor diet. 
Malnutrition is a contributing factor to 
poor academic performance and now 
understanding capacity in class. This is 
because food provides nutrition to the 
children to function well and when they 
are well nourished, they perform to their 
maximum capacity. 
 A hungry child cannot listen or 
concentrate well, and if hunger persist, 
negative personality traits may appear 
which may lead to tension, depression 
sleeping in classroom, loss of weight and 
tow intelligence development (Mbah, 
2001), parents to ensure that every child is 
eats of the time in their life. 
 
Finance Support 
 The academic performance of any 
school depends on the relationship 
between the home and the school and the 
interplay of other force within the 
educational environment of the child. 
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According to Ezegbogu (2007), a 
meaningful involvement of the family in 
the educational process of the child will no 
doubt assist the child in attaining the peak 
of the educational ladder. The family’s ole 
in financing children to pay all the school 
dues for their children is not over 
emphasized. Ughabugo (203) pointed out 
that the funding of education is shared by 
the government, the voluntary agencies 
(missions) private individuals, and even 
the local community. Anyakoaha and 
Eluwa (1999) emphasized on the payment 
of school dues such as textbooks for each 
subjects, writing materials, school levies, 
transportation of children to school is the 
responsibilities of the parents. Parents 
whose child has not been sponsored have a 
tendency of not attending the school and 
have poor performance in classroom. 
 
Character Training 
 Shaping the child’s character is the 
most basic responsibility of the parents 
according to their norms and cultures. 
According to Hananiya (1993) parents 
expect children right to observe certain 
norms form part of their training and 
respect for elders. He continued that, 
school children are also respecting their 
teachers. Anyakohoa and Eluwa (1999) 
opined that mothers are charged with the 
responsibility of teaching children the 
sanity and aesthetic norms of the society. 
Kembe (2005) discovered that early 
physical punishment at home was 
relatively more frequent among delinquent 
children neither at home nor at school than 
among non-delinquents who grew up in 
more parental love-oriented homes. 

Adesina et al (1983) pointed out that the 
general perception about a child’s 
misbehavior if traced to the home 
background. That is why parents are often 
heard telling their children to be good 
ambassador of the family and to uphold the 
integrity of the family name. 
 
Educating their Children 
 Education has been identify as the 
bedrock of a parent’s development. 
According to Hilda and Uchenna (2003) 
education is seen as more that schooling. It 
is a continues process which society 
established to assist its members to 
understand the heritage of the past and to 
participate productively in the future. 
According to Kembe (2005) parents have a 
role to play in the promotion of their 
children’s academic performance at home. 
They instruct children in doing their 
assignment while educate parents teach 
their children at home. David (2003) stated 
that it is imperative for teachers in school 
to create a forum whereby they will meet 
with parents and discuss the need to 
engage children at home after school hours 
instead of allowing them to play away their 
time, on frivolities. Nwabueze (1995) 
contributed that if the parents get involved 
in the process of teaching their children 
right reading skills through right reading 
attitudes right from cradle, then two-third 
at the problems we encountered in our 
various institution of learning will be 
greatly reduced. 
 World Book Encyclopedia (1996) 
suggested that reading is the sole gateway, 
to academic success, therefore the parent’s 
roles in the promotion of right reading 
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culture will surely produce for children 
great leaders of tomorrow, who would 
boldly complete with their counterparts in 
the world and would also fend for their 
parent’s needs because they will be 
productive. Anyakohoa & Eluwa (1999) 
said that when the parents foster adequate 
interaction for assistance between texts and 
life experiences then the children would be 
prepared to reactive their prior knowledge 
in the reading of various text tyre. 
 
Discipline 
 According to the concise Oxford 
Dictionary (1999) discipline means the 
practice of training people to obey rules 
and regulations or a code of behavior or 
controlled behavior resulting from such 
training, training in obedience or self-
control by punishment or imposing rules 
while indiscipline means lack of discipline. 
 Akubue (1991) asserted that 
attitudes learned from chose association 
affect the child’s behavours. He went 
further to declare that some parents use 
their influential position to thwart 
disciplinary measures taken by principals 
especially when they affect their wards. 
Some parents are too blind to their 
children’s fault that they are always 
prepared to take sides with their school 
with impurity trusting in the protection of 
their influence parents. Whatever the 
offense they can never accept suspension 
or expulsion as connective measures but 
would go any length to oppose these 
measures. 
 
 
 

Parental Encouragement 
 According to David (2003), 
parental encouragement is a wide range of 
effort parents make to help their children 
to participate meaningfully in scholastic 
activities. These include providing direct 
or indirect help in the performance of 
school and the creation of optimal 
conditions in the home for learning and 
interest in discussion the children how far 
in school they should go. Anyakohoa & 
Eluwa (1999) contributed that motivation 
by parents is very necessary in developing 
the reading skill in children. He explained 
that a child who lives in literate home 
environment is provided opportunity to 
enjoy reading and discovering the way in 
which reading can be used to enrich the 
experience of their lives. Parents who 
enjoy reading to their children help such 
children to develop the concept that 
meaningful. Claude (1998) asserted that 
children whose parents regularly 
encourage school work are more likely to 
success in school than children who lack 
encouragement. 
 
Conclusion 
 Pointed out that the stress of 
inadequate financial resources impact 
adversely on their children in school. Some 
of them do not go to school, those who do, 
may attend low quality schools. The 
earning powers of the parents determine 
the length of schooling of a child in 
society. These often adversely affected 
children schools perform. Adewale (2003) 
observes that the learning requires an 
uninterrupted and continued attention and 
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fruitful learning demands devotion and 
practice. 
 Meadow (1993) pointed out that 
the cause of children’s poor performance is 
economic situation of parents which leads 
to non payment or late payment of school 
fees and levies by children. In a situation 
where parents are too poor and cannot 
afford to pay school fees or exams fees, 
such school may be harassed & eventually 
made to leave school early. 
 
Recommendation 
 Based on what we have discussed 
so far the following recommendations are 
made: 

1. The Government should open 
boarding schools and provide a 
balance diet for the pupils. 

2. Parents should be enlightened 
through both electronic a print 
media on the importance of 
children education. 

3. Provide medicines in the school 
clinics which will cater for child 
health in school and even at home 

4. Revisit free education policy and 
implement it so that parents will 
have a sense of direction for 
education for their children and 
country as a whole. 

5. Adequate and functional 
classrooms should be provided in 
all our primary school. 

6. Government should provide well-
equipped clinic to cater for the 
children health 
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